
I grew up in a Christian home. My father was a preacher and my mother accompanied 
him with worship music. We were very active in church, so I grew up knowing 
the Lord and knew what it looked like to be a Christian. I was a believer and 
felt drawn to the Lord but never fully sold out to God. As I entered adulthood,  
I began my journey which would lead me further and further away from the Lord.  

At 17, I joined the Army National Guard where I began to experiment with alcohol, tobacco, 
girls, and eventually marijuana. Even in these times, I continued going to church and held 
a job. I would cry out to God for sobriety but all I could think about was getting high. 
I started getting high at work on breaks and even during church. Because of drug tests 
for work, I started smoking the legalized form of marijuana, “spice”. This drug made me 
hallucinate and scared my family, and it was only the beginning. 

After I could no longer acquire “spice”, I decided to downgrade my job so that I could get high 
on marijuana. Soon marijuana 

was not enough, so I started experimenting with methamphetamine. 
At first it was just a way to help me keep up at work, but soon I began 
using more and more. What I had intended to be an occasional pick-
me-up became a daily need. I did not want to do anything without 
meth. The drug had deceived me. Before this downward cycle of 
addiction had gotten too bad, I was blessed with a beautiful wife and 
a perfect son. The drug became more of a priority in my life. I was 
running from responsibilities as a father and a husband, and I scared 
and endangered them while on this drug. My wife made the painful 
decision to force me to leave our home and separate myself from her 
and my son. This was a low point in my life. I was on the verge of losing 
everything and felt hopeless with no way out. I began to fear for my 
life. 

One night in a panicked state, I ran to a dear friend’s house. There I made 
the decision to seek help, ultimately leading me to Central Oklahoma Adult & Teen Challenge. Since coming into this program, 

I have been able to restore my relationship with God. Adult & Teen Challenge has helped me 
develop spiritually by placing me in uncomfortable situations and forcing me to rely on God. I’ve 
learned to love more like Jesus. This has been the most difficult thing I have ever done in my life, 
but I wouldn’t have it any other way. I have been able to slow down and apply what the Bible is talking 
about. The curriculum at Teen Challenge has helped me see that the Bible is more than just words 
on paper but great wisdom that I can apply to my life. The staff has helped me by meeting us where 
we are and taking time to listen to our issues. This is more than a job to them. I have learned to 
humble myself to God’s will and plan. I am currently doing vocational therapy at the Stillwater 
Super Thirft where I work in a variety of roles.  I plan to graduate the program in December. After I 
graduate, I have been offered a position to continue working with the store and serving in the ministry. 

 I am free from addiction, and I am all in for Christ!  
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A Prodigal Son Returns Home
“Your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found” Luke 15:32b
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Like many staff members at Adult & Teen Challenge, Jared is a graduate of 
the ATC program. Before entering the program in 2015, Jared struggled with 
a full-fledged addiction to methamphetamine. Jared has a powerful story 
of redemption and uses that testimony to help other men find freedom and 
redemtion in Christ. After graduating in September 2016, he stayed on with 
Sonrise and has seen God move in powerful ways in his life. He has been 
reunited with his family and their kids, and now they live a blessed life! 

As Vocation Coordinator at Sonrise, Jared has a critical role locating jobs for 
the ministry and administering the vocational therapy to the students. Jared 
does an excellent job monitoring and counseling the men, while working to 
prepare them for the life outside of Sonrise Adult & Teen Challenge. God 
has turned Jared’s life around and now uses him to turn around the lives of 
countless men. He is a servant-hearted, man of God, and we are grateful to 
have him on our team!

STaff FeatURE - Jared Allen - Sonrise Adult & Teen Challlenge

On October 21-24, all of Adult & Teen Challenge of Oklahoma, including seven 
programs with around 315 staff and students, met at Sparks Campground for 
the 5th Annual Summit Retreat. For four days, the individuals in this ministry 
took time away from their normal schedules to seek and worship the Lord. 
This year’s focus was Re-Build. With six worship services and sermons, each 
student received a unique opportunity to seek God, many of which have never 
experienced anything like this. We witnessed a powerful movement of the 
Spirit as these students saught freedom from bondage and a new life in Christ. 
Evangelist Robby Mitchell led the charge with a four-part series, as well as 
State Director Wayne Gray and Sonrise Director Loren Shreffler. 
 
Along with the services, the students participated in a variety of games and 
small group talks, including the crowd favorite, “COW TONGUE FOOTBALL”!
The students learned to compete in Christ while performing with good 
sportsmanship. On our final night, we held a talent show where 20 different 
acts from the mens’, womens., and adolescents’ programs competed, each 
program bringing their best talents to the stage. Amongst a competitive group, 
a young man from Sonrise Ranch won this year with his vocal talent.

Many individuals set their lives on a better course in Christ this week! Thank 
you for your continued prayers and support!



Yes! I want to help transform lives in Jesus Christ at 
Adult & Teen Challenge of Oklahoma. I’m enclosing 
my gift of:

 $___________________to help as much as possible.



 ”The Adult and Teen Challenge program 
has helped me restore my relationship 
with God and my family. I am free from 
addiction, and I am all in for Christ ”

Consider a Gift To Help
Make Stories Like These 
Possible in 2019!
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